1861-1865
African-American sailor mans a Parrott gun. The swab he holds is used to put out any
embers left in the barrel before the next charge of black powder is loaded. Yankee crews
were made up of men from every state and many countries. Black sailors made up abour
20% of the fleet. In the course of the war, eight of these men won the new Medal of Honor
for heroism in battle.
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